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What is ITAVA?  It Takes A Village Academy is a new small school opening in September 2007.  We are interested in enrolling hard working, ambitious students who will be entering the ninth grade in September 2007.   

Why attend ITAVA?
ITAVA is an institution of academic excellence.  We prepare our students for acceptance into the college of their choice and equip them with the tools to succeed in meaningful careers.  All students will leave ITAVA proficient in a foreign language and with mastery level academic English.  The ITAVA provides unique opportunities for traditionally underserved students and English Language Learners (ELLs), to earn a high school Regents diploma, up to 15 college credits through College Now and Advanced Placement courses, professional skills in Math, Science, Computer Science, Technology, and Art, and with the ability to communicate fluently in a foreign language (French and Spanish). The teaching staff is committed to the success of all of our scholars and work diligently to address the needs of each student by providing an individualized learning plan for each student.  International travel opportunities supplement the learning experiences of many ITAVA scholars.   

Where is ITAVA?

ITAVA is located in the Flatbush section of Brooklyn at 5800 Tilden Avenue.  In order to best service this diverse community, ITAVA has space for English Language Learners.

Who is involved with ITAVA?

The Academy will have several partnerships, including… These partners support our after school arts programs, provide international travel sponsorship, and provide internship opportunities.  ITAVA scholars, parents, administrators, and community members work together to ensure the success of ITAVA as an institution of distinctive learning and to empower the community.

ALL ITAVA SCHOLARS WEAR OUR UNIFORM

Communicative Excellence: Each student will leave ITAVA proficient in both a foreign language and academic English.  Students will be able to effectively communicate their ideas through multiple formats.  They will be powerful orators, compelling and creative writers, and active and attentive listeners.  

Character: ITAVA scholars will display character traits that positively contribute to society, exhibit respect for each person, and learn from diversity.  Students will strive to define themselves and their inner strengths in order to affirm their self-worth and confidence. Students will set personal goals, initiating positive change, and strive for a higher level of life.       

Critical Thinking:  ITAVA scholars will apply a number of reflection methodologies to gain meaning and understanding from their experiences.  Students will strive to understand the role of ethics in the community and the society at large.  Students will also identify and assess community needs and determine a way to address those needs through student action.  
Exit Criteria
ITAVA is committed to ensuring that you graduate with the academic, technological, and social skills necessary to inspire others and succeed in college and life. ITAVA will only award a high school diploma to those who have demonstrated mastery of the following Exit Outcomes. Mastery will be demonstrated through academic course grades, standardized tests, digital portfolios, and student exhibitions.

· To assess whether the outcomes set forth have been met, you will be expected to present a digital graduation portfolio to a review panel composed of students, educators, parents, and other community members at the end of 8th and 12th grades. The digital portfolio will include a cover letter and resume. The portfolio will include the following for each year a student attends the Academy: 
· Social Studies Research Paper 

· Literary Essay

· Science Experiment/ Project

· Mathematics Investigation Summary

· Computer Science Research 

· Foreign Language Essay

· Exemplary Teacher Recommendation (must include assessment of cooperative group/ interpersonal skills)

· Reflective Essay

· College and Career Roadmap

· Individualized Learning Plan with academic and social goals
· Community Service Exit Project Description and Reflection
The portfolio work will be built into academic classes.  The entire school community will support students in creating and submitting quality work that students can be proud of and that you can build upon for use in the future.  All students will be expected to receive Regents diplomas (5 Regents passed) with the opportunity to get an Advanced Regents diploma (8 Regents passed).  The curriculum is designed so that the minimum qualifications to graduate from ITAVA surpass the minimum requirements for the Regents diploma.

                       It Takes A Village Academy’s (ITAVA’s) Mission
It Takes A Village Academy’s (ITAVA’s) mission is to prepare students to master advanced academic skills and knowledge so that they will be prepared to achieve in distinguished universities and meaningful careers of choice.  ITAVA opens its doors in September of 2007 at 5800 Tilden Avenue.
The ITAVA provides unique opportunities for all students to earn a high school Regents diploma, up to 15 college credits through College Now and Advanced Placement courses, professional skills in Technology and Art, and with the ability to ITAVA is designed to be a community based school in the Flatbush section of Brooklyn.  
This community has a large number of native English speaking students who enter the middle grades below proficiency in English Language Arts and a large number of English Language Learners (ELL students).  The Academy aims to meet the needs of all young people in the Flatbush community by strengthening the communication skills of native English speakers while also offering services that would help transition towards English proficiency. 

The ITAVA is dedicated to developing future leaders in Math, Science, Technology, and Languages by providing curriculum consisting of special courses, additional course of studies, seminars and special enrichment electives that are offered in a personalized, caring and student centered environment. .

.
Our Partners are CAMBA, Ballet Company at Kingsboro Community College, “ 18 Mai “ Committee, Inc, and French Cultural Committee. 
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